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This course will cover advanced topics on Chinese Intellectual Property Law, which will be roughly divided 
into three parts, namely, (1) general part, (2) copyright law, (3) trademark and unfair competition. It will 
focus on legal issues of high theoretical or practical value, providing a comparative law perspective to 
students who wish to better understand cutting-edge IP issues happening in China but worthy of attention of 
the whole world.  
It is not a general introduction or survey course on Chinese IP Law. The seminars will be conducted mainly 
in a Socratic way. At the end, the students are expected to write a research paper of high quality on topics 
discussed in class.  
 
It will be of interest to those interested in intellectual property or unfair competition law. 
 
At the end of the course participants should be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the historical development and status quo of 
Chinese IP system. 

2. Describe and explain the major challenges in building an effective IP regime in China and other 
developing societies. 

3.    Develop an awareness and understanding of the international politics of IP enforcement. 
4. Acquire a better understanding of the jurisprudence of intellectual property law and the theory of 

law and economics (social science). 
5. Develop an ability of conducting research on complicated intellectual property issues.   

 

The topics are: 
 
SEMINAR ONE:  General Part (1):  the historical development of IP regimes in ancient China and its 
implications, the adoption of IP systems in contemporary China and the politics of IP enforcement. 
 
SEMINAR TWO: General Part (2): major challenges facing China in reforming its IP current system，
and the future trends of IP protection in China.  
 
SEMINAR THREE:  Copyright Law (1): the overlapping copyright and patent protection for industrial 
design, difficulties in justifying copyright protection for expressions of folklore,  
 
SEMINAR FOUR:  Copyright Law (2): copyright issues surrounding live streaming of video games, the 
originality of video recordings of sports game. 
 
SEMINAR FIVE:  Copyright Law (3): the defective “internet server standard” for determining 
infringement of right of network transmission, the reform of Internet service providers’ liability. 
 
SEMINAR SIX: Copyright Law (4): new fair uses of copyrighted works, and the protection of big data 
(datasets).  
 
SEMINAR SEVEN: Trademark and Unfair Competition(1): bad faith trademark registration and 
holdup, the determination of similarity of products in trademark infringement. 
 
SEMINAR EIGHT: Trademark and Unfair Competition(2) : the allocation of goodwill after the 
termination of trademark license, the ownership and protection of unregistered trademarks. 
 
SEMINAR NINE:  Trademark and Unfair Competition(3) : the protection of right of publicity, 
 
The professor will upload the syllabus and reading materials to the NUS website, which mainly consist of 
leading judicial decisions and law review articles in English. For each of the nine seminars, students need 
to read up about 60 pages before class. For these who can read Chinese, judicial decisions and law review 
articles in Chinese would be available. 
 
 


